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A note from the Editor:  
 

The deadline for submissions for the March 

edition of The Dove is Noon on February  

17th. 
 

As always, please continue to e-mail me with 

any of your comments or suggestions regarding 

The Dove at swoldt@emmanuel-elca.org or 

shayew@yahoo.com or leave a message for  

me at 488-4942 ext.18. I can also be reached  

on my cell 231-881-6975. 
 

Yours in Faith, 

Sharon Woldt 

Editor of The Dove 

Saturday:  

Holy Communion: 5:00 PM 
 

Sunday: 

Holy Communion: 8:30 AM  

Holy Communion: 11:00AM  

Sunday School & Confirmation: 9:45 AM 

Coffee & Fellowship: 9:45 AM 

Adult Education: 10:00 AM  
 

Thursday Holy Communion  10:00 AM  
 

February 18, 2015 

10:00 AM Ash Wednesday Service 

  7:00 PM Ash Wednesday Service 

 

February 25, 2015 

5:00 PM Mid-week Lenten Service 

 

$ÔÔÈÕÜÌÓɀÚɯ2ÈÕÊÛÜÈÙàɯ6ÐÕËÖÞɯ 

Photo & Cover Design: Judi Klingsick 
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From Our Pastor  
 

Bridges are vital to the Island and our community in Venice.  Without bridges we 

would be cut off from all the resources and many of the things we value.  Recently  

after leaving church on a Sunday following worship, one of the bridges was not  

working and I realized how the community of Emmanuel depends on those bridges to 

the mainland. Waiting for the bridge to open made me appreciate all those in the world 

who build bridges to make the world more connected. As a child I remember a very old 

rusted out bridge that crossed a long span of water. It was a bridge with wooden boards 

where you could see the water between the boards. The bridge was very narrow with 

only enough room for one small car.  I would crawl up on my motherôs lap every time 

we crossed the bridge in my fatherôs car. Sitting on her lap gave me the comfort that I 

needed to feel protected because I trusted her to keep me safe.   

 

Traveling across any bridge is an act of trust that we do every day without thinking. The first time I drove down to 

Venice from Tampa I crossed the Sunshine Skyway Bridge that spans the waterway it was breath taking. It is said 

to be one of the top ten bridges in the world.  The Sunshine Skyway Bridge was rebuilt because the first bridge 

was hit by a ship and the bridge went tumbling into the gulf.  It is also said that for years people avoided going 

across the new one because they were fearful of what had happened since many people lost their lives in the a 

ccident. Unfortunately, bridges sometimes come crashing down and need to be rebuilt due to accidents, structural 

problems, or natural disasters.  It takes a great deal of vision and planning to repair and construct new safe bridges.  

When people use bridges on a daily basis they help keep us connected to one another. 

 

In many ways our faith is like a bridge because we have to trust the journey we are on, and have the vision that 

will connect us up to others.  Jesus was always building bridges through his relationships to people and saw the 

value in opening up new pathways for others to see the heart of a loving God.   The way Jesus built bridges was 

through loving and forgiving others.  The bridge in the shape of the cross opened up a way for us to know God.  

During Lent we receive the cross on our foreheads with ashes that tells us that we are vulnerable and our bridges 

can sometimes fail.  We can live with the assurance that the bridge God builds on the cross will never fail us. We 

also are bridges for others so they can know and hear the story of the cross and the love of Jesus. The next time 

you have to wait to cross the bridge to the island, think about that journey Jesus made for us and for our world.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastoral Acts  
 

Pastor Hall received word that Roger Blackmore passed to the Church Triumphant  

on Jan. 17, 2015.  Arrangements are incomplete at the time of this writing. 
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From Emmanuelôs Staff: 
 

 

Barb Spenks - Parish Nurse 

Will Kittinger - Interim Youth & Family Leader  
 

January - Youth & Family 
 

The Youth and Families of Emmanuel are continuing in our journey with Christ this 2015. We've begun our 

Spring Semester of Sunday School with our little ones under the guidance and direction of Lisa Schubauer and 

Kelley Hurlburt. Confirmation Youth are hard at work in their studies with Pastor Hall, and our teens have begun 

their process of preparation and prayer to Detroit with the Gospel of Mark - the focus of the 2015 YouthGathering. 

It is our goal to prepare these teens spiritually for their journey to Detroit, for what they will see will have a direct 

correlation to their studying of Mark. We want them to know that in the biblical world of Jesus Christ, the first 

will be last and the last will be first. There is no greater example of this in our country than the deterioration of the 

city of Detroit. On behalf on the Youth and Families of Emmanuel, I'd like to thank everyone for their continued 

support in our journey. With the first bake and stock sales, we have raised over $4,000 for our trip, and this would 

not be possible without you! The Youth and I are planning a luncheon for sometime in February as a small token 

of thanks for your support in our journey. We cannot thank you all enough for everything that you do for us here at 

Emmanuel. Let us continue our path with Christ together, seeking to know him and to boldly make him known. 
 

With Many Thanks & Blessings, Will Kittinger 
 

February used to be a dull, grey, boring month---but not here at Emmanuel. We are movers and shakers with lots 

going on. First, a reminder that on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of every month is the Caregiver Support Group open to 

the whole community. If you know someone who would benefit, or if you can relieve a caregiver so they can get to 

the group, please suggest it. They meet in the Youth Room from 1-2pm. 
 

Starting February 9 will be another Grief and Grace 6 week session. Compassion, caring, tools for coping, helpful 

suggestions and spiritual uplifting are all parts of this wonderful group that anyone who has lost a loved one can 

obtain.  Again, this is open to the whole community, so if you have a neighbor, a friend, a co-worker, or anyone that 

you feel may need or want this, please spread the word.  All interested parties are to please call me at church so I 

can get an idea of how many will be attending and give them more information that they might need.  We meet at 

the church office from 10:30-12:00 on Mondays. 
 

Repeat of the series that was given in October ñAdvanced Life Choices. Are You Ready?ò starts on February 12th in 

the fellowship hall from 10:00-11:30.  The first part is given by a Senior Care Advisor who will help you with all 

kinds of decisions that need to be made from financial to where to live. She can guide you through some of the  

different paths that our lives encounter and that can be very overwhelming. She also has that great Information for 

Life kit! February 19th is Herb Reinders who is very informative about the cost of funeral/cremation services, and he 

lets you know what the funeral homes leave out that turns out to be an unpleasant surprise for the survivors.  Very 

interesting. On February 26th Ginny Chappelear will guide you through some of the grieving that we all do.  Itôs not 

only the loss of a loved one, we go through grief when we move, when we or a loved one becomes seriously ill, and 

helps with those problems when they arise. She was fascinating and so helpful!  I know you will enjoy all three of 

these presentations, so please call me at the church office to register for 1, 2 or all 3 sessions. Refreshments will be 

served.  Bring an friend and spread the word. I KNOW you will learn something. 
 

I hope you will take advantage of some of it. If there is something you would like me to have presented, or you 

think the church needs or could benefit from, please let me know.  I do plan on having CPR class again this spring, 

so watch for an announcement for that.  Call me at 941-488-4942, ext. 20. 

Joan Hofelich - Ministry Team Coordinator  
 

God has graced Emmanuel with members who are using their spiritual gifts every day.  My thanks to 

all who have shared their gifts to do Godôs work.  If you would like to know more about your gifts, 

please give me a call.  God Bless. Joan Hofelich 
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From Pastor Livenson:  
 

ñThough the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant 

of peace be removed," says the LORD, who has compassion on you. (Isaiah 54: 10) 
 

January 12 marks the 4th year where an earthquake devastated Haiti and left thousands of dead, thousands of displaced people, 

huge destruction and a lack of hope for a better tomorrow. This event had a greater impact on the Haitian people than all the 

devastating hurricanes that come almost every year. However, even in all this predicament, we see many signs of a lot of 

hope. There are so many stories to be shared as signs of Godôs grace and hope in our lives. For instance, in my church  

Emmanuel, Gressier Haiti, there is a woman who has four kids, she lost her husband during the earthquake. She was 

not working. Her husband was the only breadwinner in the house. Suffice to say, their entire hope was gone with the death of 

her husband. Some mornings she stayed under a tent made of tarps, crying because she does not know how she is going to feed 

her children. When she heard that there is a Lutheran church in Gressier, she came one Sunday to visit us to see what kind of 

church we are, because she needs help with her kids. When she came, she saw that we are a congregation who cares for one 

another. One Sunday, she came to worship with her four kids. After worship she came to me saying: ñPastor, my husband died 

during the earthquake and left me with four kids and all the debts of the world. I am not working and at the same time I have to 

feed all four kids. The kids are not baptized, can the church can help me to baptize them?ò My response was, lets pray together 

with the assurance that God will provide. In fact a month after I went to the States, in Emmanuel Lutheran church, some of the 

women of the church asked me how can they help me. I told them that there is a woman with four kids and she wants them to 

get baptized, how can you help me. Instantly, everyone responded so graciously, I had some nice clothes for the baptism, 

shoes, vitamins, prayer shawls and other gifts for the kids. When I returned, this lady was the happiest person on earth. I did 

baptize three of the kids the following Sunday. On the other hand, Pastor Wes Runk raised some money that helped me to rent 

a room for the lady for a year and some money to buy food for her for three months. These are countless blessings that mean a 

lot for the growth of our church. 

Furthermore, we used to worship at the office space with some broken chairs. But, when people of Emmanuel (Venice) heard 

that, they raised money to buy chairs for the church and we even brought tables for meetings as well with the discount money 

we got. Godôs blessings always come in many folds. We are blessed to have friends like you to accompany us in this life 

journey. As it is said in the passage above, Godôs love is unfailing. We are the fruits and reflection of this love, as a church  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are called to care for one another. 

Remember in the Lutheran church we say: ñ Godôs work, our hands.ò Letôs continue to be a blessing for others as our God has 

commanded us!   

As I am writing this article, I am realizing that the past couple of months have been a 

ÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÜÕÜÚÜÈÓɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÜÚÐÊɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàȭɯ!ÌÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯɁÊÖÔÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɂɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÔÖÚÛɯ

of the Advent, Christmas and Epiphany has been difficult to say the least.  There are so 

many people that I need to thank for keeping everything going in my absence. I  

especially need to thank Rich Claybaker  for making sure our worship services  

continued without missing a beat with securing wonderful substitute organists (It is not 

ÌÈÚàɯÍÐÕËÐÕÎɯÈɯɁÚÜÉɂɯÍÖÙɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛÔÈÚɯ$ÝÌȺȭɯDeneen Schell  for making sure the Sanctuary 

Choir was ready for worship (especially Christmas Eve), Teri Smith  and Joan Hofelich for readying 

the Joyful Ringers for Christmas Eve. Also, I want to thank Mary Jean Jensen and Tom Doerzbacher 

ÍÖÙɯÑÜÔ×ÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÔÐÕÜÛÌɯÈÕËɯɁÚÜÉÉÐÕÎɂɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭɯ3ÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯChuck Kinter  ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ,ÌÕɀÚɯ 

Chorus for never skipping a beat in my absence. 
 

Thank you to Pastor Hall and the congregation for the wonderful cards, words of encouragement and 

prayers of healing during my surgery and recuperation. I also want to thank Jadynne Berg and Jan 

Aker  ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ/ÙÈàÌÙɯ2ÏÈÞÓɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàɂɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÈÜÛÐÍÜÓɯÚÏÈÞÓȭɯ(ÛɯÏÈÚɯÒÌ×ÛɯÔÌɯÞÈÙÔɯÈÕËɯÚÖɯÚÌÊÜÙÌɯÌÝÌÙàɯ

day. 
 

I truly am blessed, and I am looking toward Lent, Holy Week and Easter with a great deal of wonderful 

ÈÕÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÐÛÏɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÏÌÓ×ȭɯ3ÏÈÕÒɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯàÖÜɯÞÏÖɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯ$ÔÔÈÕÜÌÓɀÚɯ,ÜÚÐÊɯ,ÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÞÐÛÏɯ

your talents, gifts and words of encouragement and appreciation.  

Kris Bowker  

Minister of Music and Worship  
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"Good Ole Boys"  
 

The next breakfast together will be Tuesday, February 

17th, at 7:30 AM at Perkins Restaurant.  Please call 

Marty Light at 941-412-9607 with any questions. 

Emmanuel News 
Childrenôs Clothes Closet 

 

The Children's Closet has an ongoing need for chil-

dren's underwear and sox for both boys and girls, all 

sizes.  You may leave your donations in the Welcome 

Center.  Thank you!   

Valentineôs Day Dance 
 

Luke's Little Church is sponsoring Emmanuel's  

Valentine's Day Dance, in the Fellowship Hall on 

February 15, 2015 to begin around 5:30 PM and last 

until 10 PM.  
 

Email either Judy Daniels at lgd1000lar@msn.com  
or Janine Joyner at janinejoyner@hotmail.com  
if you have any questions.  

LENT IS COMING  
 

The season of Lent begins February 18th this year. There 

are some changes in our usual service and soup supper 

format. Worship on Ash Wednesday will be held at 

10:00 AM and 7:00 PM. REMEMBER- there is NO 

Soup Supper on Ash Wednesday.  
 

Lenten services will be held at 5:00 PM on the five  

following Wednesdays, February 25, March 4, March 

11, March 18 and March 25, with a soup supper after the 

service in the Fellowship Hall from 6:00 ï 6:30 PM. A 

short Bible study will be held following the meal at  

6:30 PM. Ann Nestor will be telling her story of Faith 

during Worship on February 25th. More information on 

who will be telling their story in the following weeks 

will be forthcoming. 
 

Anyone who wishes to provide a soup for one of the 

above dates, please contact Jane Riggs at 941-483-4029. 

The menu will consist of at least six soups, salad, choice 

of dressing, crackers, water, coffee, iced tea and  

lemonade. 
 

The Lenten offering this year will go to support our  

Ongoing Ministries.   

    ADDITIONAL CONVERSATION  

OPPORTUNITY WITH PASTOR ROB  

 

Numerous conversation sessions with Pastor Rob have 

been conducted since his arrival at Emmanuel in July 

and have been very well attended and appreciated. The 

sessions have provided an opportunity for the pastor to 

become acquainted with our members and for members 

to meet with the pastor in an informal small group  

setting lasting about one hour. An additional session has 

now been scheduled for Wednesday, February 11 at 10 

am. The session conducted by Pastor Rob is held in the 

fellowship hall is limited to 20 participants. Registration 

for the session will be in the Narthex beginning the 

weekend of January 31 and February 1.  From the Embroidered  

Emmanuel Shirts Team (Gail Authier & 

Mike Gippert)  
 

Want to share the "Good News" about Emmanuel  

Lutheran??  Here's something to consider....buy a new 

Sport-Wick  T-shirt or Polo Shirt with Emmanuel's 

logo embroidered on the front .  You'll have an  

amazing shirt (in a variety of colors) and will be  

wearing the Logo so all will know you are a part of this 

amazing church family.  If they ask anything about 

your shirt or  the logo, you can invite them to attend a 

service!!!  All the hard work of "evangelism"  is 

done...and you also have a great shirt!  We will be  

taking pre-paid orders soon and will send in one 

(hopefully large) order on February 28, 2015 so that 

our members will have them in time to take north. You 

can share the good news with your Northern friends 

too. Watch the Worship folder insert for more  

information and  the exact sale dates or call  

Gail Authier, 485-9971 

Bakers Needed 

With the remodeling of VOTIôs kitchen, the receptions 

ministry needs bakers to supply cookies for funerals 

and other receptions.  If you like to bake and would be 

willing to help in this way, please give Jan Quinn a 

call.  Thanks. 

mailto:lgd1000lar@msn.com
mailto:janinejoyner@hotmail.com


6 

 

 

FREE FRIENDSHIP DINNERS  

 

On Sunday, December 28th, we served 125 people plus 10 takeout dinners. Our menu 

included ham, potatoes au gratin, steamed mixed vegetables, tomato bisque soup, rolls, 

cole slaw, blond brownies and cake for dessert. We wanted to provide a nice holiday 

dinner for those who may not have family nearby during the holidays. 
 

One of our regulars came in early in the dinner and said she had a lady in her car whom 

she was taking home from the hospital, plus two other ladies. She asked that we box up 

4 dinners for her and her friends ï we willingly did so.  She was very appreciative. 
 

We are truly blessed with 21 volunteers. They donôt all work every month, but when 

theyôre not working, they join us for dinner.  We all don our ñGodôs Work, Our Handsò aprons and get to work.  

Itôs rewarding to look out and see the tables full of people enjoying their food and fellowship.    

TREASURES IN THE LIBRARY!  
 

                    Did you know that we have.... 

Extra Bibles...........................Devotional classics.................Bible study helps.... 

Amish fiction...................Best sellers.......................Magazines............... 

Children's books (helpful for visits with grandchildren)............DVDs............. 

CDs of Pastor's sermons...........................Biographies................................ 

Care-giving support.........................Grief support................Prayer books...... 

 

We are constantly receiving new donations.  Check our cart marked New Arrivals. 

There is no time limit on any of our materials.  Keep them as long as you wish. 

A staff member can help you find items.        ENJOY!!   

CROP HUNGER WALK 2015 February 22, 2015 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 22th is just around the corner and this is when we at Emmanuel along with 18 other local Churches and 

groups will be participating in the 2015 CROP Walk. CWS Church Worldwide Service is the CROP overseer  

organization. Their CWS Mission is to work with partners to eradicate hunger and poverty and to promote peace 

and justice around the world. In 2014 there were 116,000 walkers in North America CROP Walks.   In 2014,  

Venice CROP raised nearly $ 61,800 in donations, thus maintaining our longstanding record of more than double 

the amount raised by any of the other 46 CROP Walks in the Florida. These monies are distributed: 75% to  

overseas CWS programs and 25% locally. The local monies are generally used to provide meals, food and life  

necessities to the less fortunate adults and children of South Sarasota County. 
 

You can be part of this initiative to lend support to others, either by being a walker on behalf of others or  

sponsoring someone to walk on your behalf. CROP Walk program and participation details are available from Jack 

Robertson at 941 493-7842. We look forward to your interest in assisting others who are less fortunate and giving 

them hope and a chance for a better life. 
 

Our VISION is to make a better life for everyone. 
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WELCA Meeting Schedule February 2015 
 

Anna Circle 
Monday, Feb. 9  - 7:00 pm  Room 105 

Bible Study - TBA  ñProverbs Learning to Live Wiselyò 

For info. call Lois 941-484-9182 
  

Deborah Circle 
Tuesday, Feb. 3  -  6:30 pm    Room 101 

Bible Study - Sharon Johnson  Max Lucadoôs ñRomansò 

For info. call: Kathy 486-5385  
  

Dorcas Quilting Mission 

Every Monday at 9:00 am in Rowe Hall 

The making of quilts. 

For info. call: Jackie 488-7176   
 

Mary Circle  
Tuesday, Feb. 17  - 10:00 am  Room 101 

Bible Study - Marj Becker ñGather Magazineò 

For info. Pam 497-1739  
 

Naomi Circle 
Weds. Feb 18- 9:30 am  Room 101 

Bible Study-Mary Ann Schweitzer ñGather Magazineò 

For info. call: Nancy 609-214-6541   
 

Ruth Circle  
Monday  Feb. 16  - 12:30 pm      Room 101    

Bible Study - Judi Johnson ñGather Magazineò  

Women of the Bible       

                  For info. call: Ruth 497-6766                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 
                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dorcas Quilting Mission 
 

We will be sending kits, quilts and soap to Lutheran 

World Relief during the first week of February. A big 

"thank you" to the congregation for supporting the 

Dorcas Quilting Mission by placing donations in the 

barrel in the Welcome Center. We will be working 

through April and any contributions received after that 

will be saved till the Fall. We use:  clean, gently used 

sheets and pillow cases of any size or color, cotton 

material, mattress pads, table cloths, spools of thread 

of any color or white and wrapped bars if soap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCA February Gathering  
 

February 11, 2015 in the Fellowship Hall 2:00 PM 

Pastor Lynette McCleland, from  

Center of Hope 

ñHomelessness to Transitionò 

Please bring donations of toiletries, bar soap,  

hand sanitizer, tooth paste and tooth brushes. 

 

Refreshments served. 

All are welcome! 
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Church Finances 
 

December Operating Account    

Income - $75,590 Expenses -  $66,824 
 

Year-to-date as of  December 31, 2014 

Income - $689,122 Expenses -  $635,691 
 

Pastor Lauvanus support in December  $8,374 
 

ELCA Hunger Appeal in December        $ 997 
 

Outreach Envelope for December     $1,021                                

Loveland Center 
 

Endowment Fund Balance  

as of  December 31, 2014    $302,434 
 

If you would like more information about the  

Endowment Fund call the Church Office at 488-4942 

and request a call from a committee member. Gifts to 

the Emmanuel Lutheran Churchôs Endowment Fund 

are truly gifts that keep on giving. 

Homebound Member Birthdays 
 

In February:  
 

Ethel Shaffer              14th  

Dorothy J. Beyer   20th  
 

And to our members too, with many special thoughts 

of you and prayers that God will bless your birthdays 

and the year ahead with every  happiness.   

Contact information for our Homebound members  

can be found in the Church Directory, which has been 

recently updated, and available in the Welcome  

Center. Addresses can also be obtained by calling  

the Office Center at 941-488-4942. 
 

  

 
 

 

Additional Portrait Dates for Emmanuelôs Pictorial Director 
 

What a great response there has been!  So good that all the first week of February portrait times 

are filled and we now have additional new dates: February 27 and 28 and March 3 - 7.  

Members will be available following worship services to schedule your portrait appointments for 

those dates and answer your questions. Or if you choose, you can schedule your time on line at 

emmanuel-elca.org and click on Family Album Portrait button in the lower left hand corner. 

 

 

If you havenôt signed up yet, please donôt miss out on being part of our new pictorial directory.  Each  

participating family will receive a complimentary 8 X 10 portrait and a free directory and the opportunity to  

purchase additional portraits to share with family and friends.  

Price sheets will be available in advance when you make your appointment or in the Welcome Center if you book on 

line.  Friends or family who are not members of Emmanuel may have portraits taken but will not be included in the 

directory.  There is a $5.00 discount for those bringing a non-perishable food donation to their photo session.  

Lutheran Services Florida  

 

 

 
 

 

Last year Lutheran Services Florida cared for 895 children in our four youth shelters.  These include children that 

are victims of abuse, neglect, and human trafficking.  Our ministry gives these kids hot meals, a caring  

environment, and a safe place to sleep for as long as it is needed.  These children usually arrive with only the 

clothes on their backs and it is only through the support of our Lutheran brothers and sisters that we are able to 

provide them with clothing, personal items, and school supplies.  LSF would like to thank all those who sent us 

the funding needed to help these children.  Please keep this ministry in your prayers during this coming year as the 

beds in our shelters continue to be full.  If you would like to help please contact Steve Cecchetti at  

scecchetti@lsfnet.org or (407) 878-8397. 

http://emmanuel-elca.org
mailto:scecchetti@lsfnet.org
tel:%28407%29%20878-8397

