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The Dove 

January 2018 
 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

790 South Tamiami Trail 

Venice, FL  34285-3601 

941.488.4942 

 

+ + + + +  

Saturday:  Liturgical Worship 

       Holy Communion:     5:00 PM 
 

Sunday:  Liturgical Worship 

       Holy Communion      8:30 AM 

       Holy Communion    11:00 AM 

              :  aBRIDGEd Worship 

       Holy Communion    10:00 AM 

  

Coffee & Fellowship:        9:30 AM 

Sunday School:                  9:30AM  

Adult Education:           10:00 AM 

 
  

Thursday: Service of Word & Prayer 

         Holy Communion: 10:00 AM 

 

 
 

 

 

“To Know Christ and Boldly  
Make Him Known” 

 

Emmanuel Contact Information 
 

Pastor Hall – rhall@emmanuel-elca.org 

Cell Phone for Emergencies: 612-840-7798 

Pastor Darrington - Visitation Pastor 

          920-309-0879 

Kris Bowker – kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org 

Jan Miller – jmiller@emmanuel-elca.org 

Rich Miller – Cell 260-579-5625 

facilitiesmanager@emmanuel-elca.org 

Vickie Harris – youthdirector@emmanuel-elca.org 

Joan Hofelich – minteamcoor@gmail.com 

Becky Rothgery – info@emmanuel-elca.org 

Debi Hammett - info@emmanuel-elca.org 

Barb Spenks – parishnurse@emmanuel-elca.org 

Dan Robinson - dmvcna740@aol.com 

 

Emmanuel Website 

www.emmanuel-elca.org 
 

 

 

Like us on Facebook! 

www.facebook.com/emmanuelVenice 

Press to receive notifications

mailto:rhall@emmanuel-elca.org
mailto:kbowker@emmanuel-elca.org
mailto:jmiller@emmanuel-elca.org
mailto:facilitiesmanager@emmanuel-elca.org
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http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+clip+art+pictures&view=detailv2&qpvt=facebook+clip+art+pictures&id=DFD806B9FBAB1E7CB5C58267C3075E84600006DD&selectedIndex=21&ccid=jvfx/9Ka&simid=608029101998408300&thid=OIP.M8ef7f1ffd29a2c23fa8d6e0917ab742eH0
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“How big is our God?” January always seems to be a time to reflect on the past, and 

also to anticipate the future.  When we reflect on the holiday season there is always 

an event that stands out that gives us reason to pause and think.  One of those 

moments happened for me when the gifts and offerings were brought forward during 

the Advent by Candlelight worship service. When the communion was brought up 

with the offering they also brought up the baby Jesus. The 

baby Jesus was held in the palm of a woman’s hand.  The size 

of baby Jesus surprised me because I imagined that the baby 

Jesus was going to be much larger than just three inches.  

God coming into the world through a small baby reminds all of 

us that God works in ways that often have very small 

beginnings.  

God has the whole world in the palm of his hand and we can trust that we are in 

good hands. The Psalmist states that God’s creation reveals his handiwork and when 

we think about God through the lens of his creation we see the height and the depth 

of our God.  Our God can be seen in the smallest seed and in the vastness of the 

stars at night.  We have a God that has a heart that surpasses all love, and grace 

sufficient for even those who wander far off into the darkest night.  In life we need a 

God that is larger than life and our imagination.  We also need a God who comes to 

defend us in our times of trial and protects us in a gentle way as if we were an infant 

child.  Our God comes in all sizes and to limit the size of our God is to limit the way 

God works in all things.  

God meets us in the word and in the word we learn that God reaches to the farthest 

and the most difficult places in life.  God also reaches us in the joy of the morning 

dew and the beauty of a sunset.  God’s hands are strong enough to hold our biggest 

worries and small enough to carry our smallest concerns. As you move into the New 

Year, know that God is just the right size for all of us and that God meets us in many 

sizes that will always be filled with love.  The Psalmist tells us in these words that the 

Lord will keep us in all things, “The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your 

life.  The Lord will keep your going out and coming in from this time on and 

forevermore.”  God is the one who gives us the assurance that He is big enough to 

carry all of us in the palm of His hand. God bless your New Year! 

         

        Pastor Robert O. Hall 
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 Thank you to all who worked so relentlessly during this Advent and 

Christmas season to make our worship experience so beautiful.  

The additional work that the Altar Guild, Ushers, Assisting Ministers, 

Lectors, Proof Readers for the worship folders, and Musicians including Kurt Wiskow, 

Susan Holm, Becky and Marcin Arendt, Barbara Horswell, Dan Horswell, Phil Groebe, 

and Jeff Doll was astounding. Thank you to Lynne Ross for all visual arts outside our 

church and also Judi Klingsick for designing our worship folder covers for Advent and 

Christmas. Everything was beautiful and welcoming. 
 

I especially want to thank the Youth Bell Choir, Alyssa Reese, the Little Bell Choir and 

Michael McMullen (Teri Smith, Director), the Men’s Chorus (Chuck Kinter, Director), 

Joyful Ringers, and the Sanctuary Choir. All the long and demanding rehearsals truly 

showed your love of singing and playing to the glory of God. I also thank the 

congregation for their continued support of our music ministry at Emmanuel. 
 

Kris Bowker 

Minister of Music and Worship 

 
 

Dear Emmanuel Church Members, 

 There are not enough words to express our thanks for the boxes and bags of items donated to 

the Farm Workers over the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays.  Our trip Dec 5th consisted of 4 full 

car loads of clothing, shoes, sewing machines, furniture and other items donated, plus the Dorcas 

Ladies provided again this year young children gifts requested by Margarita Roma, the wonderful 

woman who heads up Resurrection House.  And lastly, but not least, Bob and Janine Jung, with the 

help of Chuck Zentner, fixed up 10 two-wheel bikes which they took up Dec 22nd, just in time for 

Margarita to give out as Christmas gifts to those needing transportation between home and the fields 

where they work. None were new, some donated, some found along the street as trash, but as they 

ǎŀȅΣ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŀǎƘ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƳǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΦ 

 Our plans are to return sometime in April or May with more items, so please watch for further 

notices from us asking for donations.  In the meantime, if you need to get rid of items sooner than 

later for whatever reason, please contact Janine Jung at 941-484-2169 or (best) by email, 

janinejoyner@hotmail.com and she and Bob will come pick it up and store until we go up in the 

spring.  We will continue to accept working sewing machines which are being used to teach women 

(and men) how to sew for themselves, or as a possible trade. 

 Again, thank you so much for your love and kindness. Be sure to stay updated by reading more 

about Resurrection House in the Narthex on one of the bulletin boards.      

           Janine Jung         

mailto:janinejoyner@hotmail.com
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“For by grace you have been saved through faith, and 

this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.”  

Ephesians 2:8 

 

2018 is going to be another year full of purpose and partnership for the Youth and Family 

ministry.  

Besides our traditional activities, Sunday school, B & B choir, Confirmation Class, Youth 

Sundays, Luther Springs retreat, bowling, picnics, etc., we will be working toward raising 

money to attend the youth gathering that will be held in Houston the summer. The information 

below will give you some background into the gathering. I offer this now so that, as we have 

bake sales, car washes, etc., you will know what the money that we are working for will be 

providing. This information is provided through the website. 

June 27 - July 1, 2018 we will be gathering in Houston for the ELCA Youth Gathering. 

Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders gather for a week of faith 

formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in interactive learning, 

worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged 

and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 

The theme for the 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering is, “This Changes Everything.” The primary 

scripture will be Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not 
your own doing; it is the gift of God.ò  

Grace is a foundational and distinctive piece of the Lutheran faith. This gift, undeserved and 

freely given, changes lives and perspectives as people realize they are enough because of what 

Christ has done and are called into the world to serve their neighbor and share the good news.  

One final note.  As the second year as director of the Youth and Family ministry was ending, I 

had to reflect on my calling. This job has been a life changing experience for me. I have had the 

privilege to become part of the families at Emmanuel, but I believe that it is time to begin a new 

journey. Thank you for all that you do for our families at Emmanuel. We are blessed to have 

your support, love, and good humor!! 

       In His service, 

        Vickie Harris 
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¶  All women of Emmanuel are welcome to attend the 

women's group of their choice.   We meet once a month 

for Bib le study and fellowship.  

 

JANUARY Meeting Dates for our Womenôs Groups: 

ANNA:  2nd Monday (Jan 8) at 7:00pm in Room 101. Study Leader: TBA.  Call Lois at 

941-484-9182 for information.  

DEBORAH: 1st Tuesday (Jan 2) at 6:30pm in Room 101.  Study Leader:  TBA.   Call 

Kathie 941-486-5385 for more information.  

DORCAS QUILTING MISSION:  Meets every Monday 9am-12noon.  Call Jackie 941-

488-7176 for information.  

NAOMI: Meets the 3rd Wednesday (Jan 17) in Room 101. Assembling Personal Care 

Kits.  Call Judy at 941-496-9716. 

RUTH: Meets the 3rd Monday (Jan 15) at 12:30pm in room 101.  Study Leader:  Judi 

Johnson.  Hostesses:  Ann Nestor and Jane Francisco. Call Ruth at 941-497-6766. 

SOUL SISTERS:   1st Monday (Jan 1 - No meeting)  3rd Monday (Jan 15) at 1:00pm, 

activity and location to be announced.  Call Helen at 941-918-2985 for information.   

+  +  +  

DATES TO REMEMBER:  

Tuesday, February 6, 10:00am : Program - Family Promise.  A presentation on how 

the program works as a whole, giving homeless families a new start.  

 

PASTOR LIVENSON LAUVANUS 

President of the Lutheran Church of Haiti and our former intern 

COMING TO EMMANUEL IN JANUARY 

Preaching at all the services the weekend of January 27-28, 2018 

There will be a potluck for the congregation on Saturday, January 27th, immediately after the 5:00pm service.  

Pastor Livenson will speak about the latest news from Haiti, and we'll have a cake to celebrate his birthday!  

Come and let him know that we support him and the work of the Lutheran Church of Haiti. 
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A Note from the President 

A new year should bring excitement to our church body. A new Bishop, new council members, new 

staff, new possibilities!  But as Lutherans we joke that we don't exactly embrace c.h.a.n.g.e!  Change 

ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƪŜŜǇǎ ǳǎ ŦǊŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΧŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ us "old timers", we want things to remain the 

same.  Your council strives to blend these two thoughts together to keep everyone happy and our 

church growing.  Long Range Planning has been working diligently to formulate a plan for our future.  

I encourage you to get involved in 2018.  If you are presently helping in one area, could you add 

another?  Do you have an idea for serving others where we presently do not?  Talk to me, Pastor Hall, 

any Council Chair.  We welcome your input! 

Lois Steketee, President 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE PARISH NURSE 
 

 The season is in full swing and I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and a safe New Year.  [ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ 

make a resolution that we will all be happy and healthy this year!   

There is a program that is in the process of being scheduled for January.  It is a representative from the Senior 

Friendship Center.  What this organization offers is absolutely amazing.  LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

congregation realize what they have available;, free lawyer consult, free tax preparing, nutrition programs, 

health and dental care, care giver relief and help,  adult day services, other classes and programs and lots of 

fun activities.  A representative will be coming to talk to us, so keep your eyes open for the day and time in 

future bulletin inserts for specifics so you can plan on attending.  You will be glad you did!! 

Grief and Grace classes will be offered again starting in February.  Dates for this are February 5-March 12.  If 

you, or someone you know may be struggling through a loss, please encourage them or give yourself 

permission to come and get a little help.  I promise that it will be beneficial and everyone that has come to 

these 6 week sessions has said it has helped them.  These are always on a Monday from 10:30-noon in the 

church office.  Please call Barb Spenks to register and/or answer any questions you may have.  There is no fee, 

no books, no workbooks, just bring yourself! 

February 11th, Emmanuel will host another Blood Drive.  They have not been that successful as oŦ ƭŀǘŜ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ 

step it up people.  !ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ƛǘ ǳǇ ςyour sleeves, that is.  Remember the blood donated here helps 

veterans, children, and our own members who go to Venice hospital.  If you are unsure if you can give or not, 

there is a brochure ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄ ƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜΦ  You might be surprisedτcheck it 

out.   

I am trying to count my blessings everyday and be more grateful, and something that fits both categories is 

this Parish Nurse position. Thank all of you for your continued support, encouragement, advice and help.  This 

is the best job ever!       Barb Spenks 

         Parish Nurse 
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The Altar Guild is a minist ry w here your t ime and talents are a 

gift  to God and to the w orship life of Emmanuel. While the Altar 

Guildôs work is most often done ñbehind the scenes,ò the fruits of 

its labors can be seen each and every w eek, in every w orship 

serv ice. 

 

 The Altar Guild Welcomes  

             New Members: 

          PLEASE JOIN US! 

 

Your Time:  Fellowship & Learning 

September through May, the Altar Guild  meets on the second Saturday morning of each month (9:30 a.m.), 

usually for less than an hour. Occasional “workdays” prior to Advent, Christmas and Easter, when members 

arrange decorations for special services, involve anoth er hour or two of commitment. 

As a member of the Altar Guild , you will enjoy the fellowship of working with others (always in a team, never 

alone), engaging in hands-on tasks that make Emmanuel’s worship life beautiful and  meaningful. Your work 

with the guild  will enhance your understanding and appreciation of the expressive seasons and symbols of 

Lutheran worship. 

Your Talents:  Tasks & Activities 
 

Holy Communion Set-Up:  Vessels, bread  and wine, flowers, candles and linens are prepared  and arranged by 

a team of Altar Guild  members for three or four services every weekend. Team members share duties to 

“lighten the load” and the time commitment. It’s likely you may help set up for Holy Communion only one or 

two months a year. The set-up schedule easily accommodates the needs of seasonal church members. 

Paraments:  Linens and cloths that adorn the altar and  ambo/ lectern are routinely cared  for, and  they are 

changed to reflect the seasons of the church year. 

Seasonal Decorations:  Special chancel and  sanctuary d isplays are designed and arranged for Advent, 

Christmas, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and  occasional services.   

The Altar Guild gives you an opportunity  to serve God and others w ith  

your t ime and talents. If liturgy in worship is ñthe work of the people,ò  

then it  is the w ork of the Altar Guild that  makes w orship possible each t ime  

the congregat ion gathers to pray, praise and give thanks. 

Please talk w ith co-leaders Mary Beth Runk or Judy Daniels, or v isit  the sacristy   

after any serv ice to talk w ith other Altar Guild members. 

 

Please join us! 
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Sunday   Keep It Simple - Al Anon      Room 101 7:00 p.m. 

Monday Menôs Big Book Study ï Al Anon    Room 103 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday  Reaching for Personal Freedom - Al Anon   Room 103  7:00 p.m. 

Wednesday  Big Book Step Study Group ï AA Group    Room 103 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday  Sisters in Sobriety Womenôs - AA Group   Room 105  6:30 p.m.  

Wednesday  Speakerôs Group ï AA Group    Room 101 8:00 p.m.  

Thursday  Sought thru Prayer & Meditation AA Group               Room 103 6:30 p.m.  

Thursday  Peace Pipe Al Anon Family Group   Room 101 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday On the Island ï Al Anon     Room 103 8:00 p.m. 

Friday  SLAA Group Sex, Love, Addicts Anonymous   Room 101 Noon 

Saturday  Saturday Nite Live Al Anon Family Group   Room 101  7:00 p.m.  

 

 

 

Due to space limitations in the Weekly Announcements we found it necessary to remove "Next Week's 

Readings".  To accommodate those of you who have asked, they will now be printed monthly in the Dove. 

 

January Weekly Readings: 

Date  Week   First Reading  Psalm  Second Reading  Gospel 

January 7 Baptism of our Lord Gen  1:1-5  Ps 29  Acts 19:1-7  Mark 1:4-11 

January 14 2 Epiphany  1 Sam 3:1-10    Ps 139:1-6,13-18  1 Cor 6:12-20  John 1:43-51 

January 21 3 Epiphany  Jonah 3:1-5,10            Ps 62:5-12  1 Cor 7:29-31  Mark 1:14-20 

January 28 4 Epiphany  Deut 18:1-20  Ps 111  1 Cor 8:1-13  Mark 1:21-28 

 

The staff, located in the Office Center wishes to thank everyone who brought us 

treats over the Holiday Season.  There are so many of you and sometimes in the 

hectic office environment, treats were left and we don't know who from!  Please 

know that we cherish your thoughtfulnesséeven if our waistlines do not! 

Together, we serve Himé 

 

Pastor Hall, Kris Bowker, Jan Miller, Barb Spenks, Rich Miller, Becky Rothgery, Debi Hammett (and due to the 

fact that they spend so much time in the officeéEd Crary and Marty Light)

 

COMMUNITY  SUPPORT 
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You are invited to the 

Annual Meeting and 

Potluck Luncheon of 

Church Women United 

Friday, January 5th at 

12noon at Venice 

Nokomis United Methodist Church, 208 

Palm Ave., Nokomis.  Please bring a dish 

to share.  Our speaker will be Captain 

Nicole Bell of The Salvation Army.  

Donations of canned goods will go to 

Community Assistance Ministry at Trinity 

Presbyterian Church.  Please call Judi 

Johnson 616-299-0759 to reserve your 

seat! 

 
 

Many thanks to the Emmanuel family for your 

support of the Children's Closet in 2017.  

Often we heard the words, "This is such a 

blessing," as families left with their choices.  

Our Undie Sunday supply has lasted all through 

the fall.  We are just now in need of a few 

items:  girl's sox sizes small and large, boy's sox 

size large, girl's underwear sizes 2T and 14 and 

boys' pants sizes 12 and 14. You can leave 

donations in the Welcome Center.   Thank you 

for your generous help! 

 

We will  be collecting individually  
wrapped snacks for the Habitat for 
Humanity volunteers during the 
weekends of January 13/14  and 
January 20/21.   The food items will  

be delivered to the Habitat work  location on 
Saturday, January 27.  Please place your 
donations in the container identified  for Habitat 
in the Narthex. 
 

Please contact Marge Collin with  any questions.  
Contact number is 501-620-3922. 

Hello to all, 

As the week draws to an end, I wanted to write a quick 

informal note to all of you who were involved with 

coordinating or purchasing Christmas gifts for our 

clients at LSF.   

Though I don't always get to see the individual clients 

and their responses to receiving the gifts, the office is 

abuzz with stories of how excited individuals were with 

the gifts received. Here are some stories - that my 

words do not do justice to.... 

One of our younger blind, autistic clients was so excited, 

he would not let go of the package, even to allow his 

aide to take the gift to the car....he just couldn't believe 

that the package for him and kept repeating, "For 

me??? For me???"  He just did not want to let it go! 

One elderly former artist received a dream catcher that 

was a perfect match for her personality and love of art.  

She and her case manager teared up during the 

encounter as she recalled her years of creating such art 

herself.  It is a gift that she truly treasured! 

One particular client who is generally unhappy, angry, 

and often difficult to deal with, was overwhelmed by 

the multiple packages she got to open.  Her mood was 

substantially changed and she called the office for days 

after the visit to express thanks for the perfect items 

she received for Christmas!  

Over and over, I heard stories of how generous our 

sponsors were in going above and beyond to provide 

gifts for those who expected nothing.  Please know you 

have warmed our hearts and made a real difference in 

the lives of those we serve.   

Please feel free to share this will all involved and let 

your parishes know that I would be happy to visit to 

thank the congregation in person.   

God Bless, Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy New 

Year to everyone who helped out this year! 

Kathleen J. Houseweart, MBA 

Director, Lutheran Services Florida 

Sarasota Guardianship Program 
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____________________________ 

All are invited to the installation of  

THE REVEREND PEDRO MANUEL SUAREZ  

As the Fifth Bishop of the Florida-Bahamas 

Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

12:00Noon 

Saturday, January 20, 2018 

St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic Church 

9724 Cross Creek Blvd, Tampa, FL  33647 

A reception follows the worship service.  

Please RSVP for reception at 

fbsynod.com/installation 

__________________________________ 

First and foremost, we 

would like to thank all 

who have volunteered 

to set-up, serve and 

clean up for Coffee 

Fellowship in 2017.  

Let's keep the momentum going!  A stellar 

core group of Mary Ann Barsness, Lee 

Wilson and Carl Schwarz are overseeing 

the weekly requirements but need weekly 

helping hands to assist them.  Please look 

for the sign-up stand in the Fellowship Hall 

and offer to help. Also, how about some of 

our many ministries taking a particular 

weekend?  The baked goods are purchased 

for you…but we need servers. 

 
 

 

 

Adult Lutherans Organized for Action 

 

You may or may not be familiar with the above 

organization.  I was not until I met with local 

organizers asking Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

to host a one day retreat.  Mark your calendars 

for Friday, February 2, 2018, 10am - 3pm! 
 

Specific details are being finalized so watch the 

weekly bulletin announcements for more 

information.  To familiarize yourself with the 

organization, go to www.aloaserves.org.  You 

will find their newsletter and much more 

information.  Village on the Island will be 

assisting and we will be asking for volunteers to 

help coordinate the day.  Stay tuned! 

     Jan Miller 

 
Dear Emmanuel, 

Thank you so much 

for the "goodie 

bags" which were 

assembled for us.  We are still working on all 

the treats!  They are so delightful and delicious!  

Thank you for remembering us and for all you 

do for us.  Sincerely and in Christian love, 

  Betty & Howard Lins 
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           AND Girls Youth 

 

It is hard to believe that we are starting a new year here at Emmanuel. Our ladies have yet another very busy schedule for 

2018. 

January 5 is Church Women United Installation of Offices at Venice Nokomis United Methodist Church at 208 Palm Ave, 

Nokomis.  Gathering will be held at noon with a potluck luncheon. If you are interested in going please contact Judi 

Johnson at 616-299-0759 for additional information. 

February 3 is a Mini retreat and planning session for Mid-Gulf Conference Spring Gathering from 9:00 am to 12 noon at 

Faith Lutheran Church in Sarasota. If anyone is interesting in attending please contact Pam Neal 352-638-4007 or 

Meredith Johnson @ 760-443-5039 for additional information. At this session we find out the theme for the Mid-Gulf 

Spring Gathering and also sign up for one of the tasks to help bring the Spring Gathering together. If you like to be 

involved in this process please feel free to come.   

February 6th is our Winter gathering here at Emmanuel. Our hostesses will be Dorcas Quilting Mission with a program by 

Family Promise. The presentation will show how the program works as a whole, giving people a new start. Emmanuel 

does participate in this very worthwhile program so if you are interested in learning more about the process please join us 

on February 6 @ 10:00.      

February is also the month that WELCA packs up their service project kits to be shipped to Lutheran World Relief. 

DORCAS  Quilting Mission 
Monday 9:00 am Rooms 101,103,105 

Beginning in October 

Co Leaders: Jackie Miller & Jean Price 

ANNA Circle 
Second Monday of the month 

7 pm Room 101 

Leader: Lois Steketee 

DEBORAH Circle 
First Tuesday of the month year round  

6:30 pm Room 101 

Leader: Kathie Winemiller  

NAOMI Circle 
3rd Wednesday of the month 

9:30 am Room 101 

Contact Person: Judy Daniels 

RUTH Circle 
Third Monday of the month 

12:30 pm Room 101 

No meeting December, Luncheon meetings June, July, August 
Leader: Ruth Shaweker 

SOUL SISTERS  
1st Monday of the month Bible Study  

3rd Monday of Month Activity 

1:00 pm Room 103 
Leader: Helen Jodouin 

                             

Please take a moment to stop by the WELCA bulletin board to see pictures of our ladies and their service projects. There 

will also be a list of materials need for each project if you would like to make a donation; all contributions would be very 

much appreciated. Contact the Circles Leader or contact person for additional information. 

There has been some recent interest in starting a Ladies Breakfast Bible Study circle. If you have an interest in this or 

any other type of Bible Study please contact Pam Neal @ peneal54@verizon.net or 941-497-1739. 

Godõs Peace & Blessings, 
Pam Neal 
President of WELCA Emmanuel - Venice 
 

mailto:peneal54@verizon.net
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Rub-a-dub-dub...bring 

soap for the lime green 

tub located in the 

Welcome Center.  Bath 

size bars of soap are needed for 

Emmanuel's February shipment to 

Lutheran World Relief. The Circles each 

fill their chosen Kit and Dorcas sends 

soap along with our quilts. Through your 

donations throughout the year our 

shipment is always one of the largest 

from the Synod.  How blessed we are for 

the continued support of this 

congregation.   

 

    Jean Price 

 
 

The Widows Support  

Group  meets the first 

Tuesday of the month 

for lunch (12noon) at Bob Evans.  

January 2éplease join us!  If you have 

not attended before and are interested, 

please contact Jackie at 

941-488-7331 with any questions 
 

 
 

The Good Ole Boys 

meet every third 

Tuesday of the month at  

7:30am  at Popi's Place, 

located in the Rialto Shopping Center, 648 

S. Tamiami Trail. All men of the 

congregation are invited!  Mark your 

calendar - January 16th. 

 

The Outreach Committee will 

be collecting tools during the 

weekends of January 6/7 and 

13/14 for the Catholic and 

Lutheran Social Services 

Refugee Resettlement 

Program.  The tools will be 

given to refugees for use as they work to become 

self sufficient. Any new or used general tools as 

well as buckets, squares, levels, etc. are welcome.  

No tools?  No problem.  Donations will be 

gratefully accepted.  Make checks out to: Catholic 

Charities Diocese of Venice Inc. with a memo 

line of Refugee Resettlement Tool Donation. 

Please place donations in the container in the 

Narthex identified for the Tool Drive.  Call Marge 

Collin at 501-620-3922 with any questions. 

 
 

Calling all fishermen!  Mike 

Naperkowski is interested in 

chartering a fishing boat for 

a group of Emmanuel men.  

Cost would be shared and determined by the 

number signing up.  Date to be determined.  

If interested please call Mike, 908.910.41 93. 

 
 

I send my public thanks to the many Saints 

of our congregation who have taken time 

out of their days to drive me from my home 

to my dialysis clinic and/or picked me up 

from there and drove me home.  In addition 

to helping me, we have gotten to know each 

other better.  I am hoping I will be able to 

drive myself again in the New Year and help 

others again.  

 

Helping Hands is a blessing to Emmanuel.  

God bless you all. 

    Carol Petterson
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January 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 
 

1    New Year's Day 
 

Office Closed 
 
Centering Prayer 9:45 

2 
Noon-Widow Support Lunch 
 
Youth & Family Comm 4:30p 
Stephen Ministry 5:30pm 
Deborah Circle 6:30pm 

3 
 
 

 
 

4 
10am Mid-Week Worship 
Worship Committee 1:00p 
Confirmation Class 3:00pm 
Long Range Planning 4:00p 
Daisy Scouts 6:00pm 
Property Committee 6pm 

5  
 
 

6 
 
 
 

Worship 5:00pm 
Blood Pressure Screening 
 

7 
Worship 8:30, 10 & 11am 
Blood Pressure Screening 
Coffee Fellowship 9:30am  
Sunday School 9:30am 
Adult Education 10am 
 
 

8  
Dorcas Quilters 9am 
Centering Prayer 9:45 
Exercise Class 10am 
Soul Sisters 1pm 
Yoga 3:30pm 
Men's Chorus 5pm 

Interfaith Dinner 4:30-6pm 
Anna Circle 7pm 

9   
 
 
 
 
Shawl Knitters 1:30pm 
 

10  Staff Meeting 9am 
Joyful Ringers 10am 
Mahjong 1pm ? 
Finance Committee 1pm 
Outreach Committee 2pm 
 
Sanctuary Choir 4:30pm 
 
 

11 
10am Mid-Week Worship 
 
AAUW 10:30 
Confirmation Class 3:00pm 
 
Long Range Planning 4pm 
 

12 
 
 
Clothes Closet 9-11am 
 

 
 
 

13    
 
 Clothes Closet 9-11am 
 

Altar Guild 9:30am 
 

 
Worship 5:00pm 

14                   
Worship 8:30,10 & 11am 
 
Sunday School  9:30am 
Adult Education 10am 
Youth Bells & BB 10:30am 
 
 

15 Martin Luther King 
Day  
Office Closed 
Dorcas Quilters 9am 
Centering Prayer 9:45am 
Exercise Class 10am  ? 
Ruth Circle 12:30pm 

Soul Sisters 1pm 
Yoga 3:30pm 
Men's Chorus 5pm 
 

16  
Executive Committee 
10:30a 
 
 
 

 

 

17 Staff Meeting 9am 
 
Naomi Circle 9:30am 
Joyful Ringers 10am 
 

Mahjong 1pm ? 
 

Sanctuary Choir 4:30pm 
 

18 
10am Mid-Week Worship 
   
Endowment Committee 1p 

Confirmation Class 3:00pm 
 
Long Range Planning 4pm 

19 
DOVE DEADLINE 
 
 

20  
 
 
Bishop Installation 
12noon/Tampa 
 

 
Worship 5:00pm 

 

21 

Worship 8:30,10 & 11am 
Coffee Fellowship 9:30am 
Sunday School  9:30am 
Adult education 10am 
Youth Bells & BB 10:30am 
 
Annual Congregation Mtg- 
11:45am/ Sanctuary 
 
 

 
 
 

22 
Dorcas Quilters 9am 
Centering Prayer 9:45am 
Exercise Class 10am  ? 

 
Yoga 3:30pm 
Interfaith Dinner 4:30-6pm 
Men's Chorus 5pm 
 

 

23  Good Ole Boys-
7:30am @ Popi's 
 
 
 
Shawl Knitters 1:30pm 
 
 

 

24 Staff Meeting 9am 
 
 
Joyful Ringers 10am 
 

Mahjong 1pm ? 
 

Sanctuary Choir 4:30pm 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

25 
10am Mid-Week Worship 

 
Confirmation Class 3:00pm 
 
Long Range Planning 4pm 

 
 

26 
 
Clothes Closet 9-11am 

 
 

 

27 
 
        

 
 
 
Worship 5:00pm 
Potluck supper w/Pastor 
Livenson 6:00pm 
 
 

 

28                
Worship 8:30,10 & 11am 
Coffee Fellowship 9:30am 
Sunday School  9:30am 
Adult education 10am 
Youth Bells & BB 10:30am 
Friendship Dinner 4:30-6pm 

29 
Dorcas Quilters 9am 
Centering Prayer 9:45am 
Exercise Class 10am  ? 

 
Yoga 3:30pm 
Men's Chorus 5pm 

 
 

 

30 
 
 
 
 

 
 

31Staff Meeting 9am 
 

 
Joyful Ringers 10am 
 

Mahjong 1pm ? 
 

Sanctuary Choir 4:30pm 
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church       
 790 South Tamiami Trail 
  Venice, FL  34285-3601 
 
   
 
 

   The Dove  
          January 2018  
                             

                                      

       Dated Material Enclosed 
          
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 21, 2018 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER 11am WORSHIP SERVICE - IN THE SANCTUARY 

ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.  FULL AND SEASONAL 

MEMBERS MAY VOTE. 

 


